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he style of designer Jongthan Teckeys house
Tin Kilburn, north London, in a [ormer
stainfess-steel waorkshop, s 4 beguiling
blend of the raw and the polished. On the richly
textured, exposed-brickwork walls in the cav-
ernois kitchen are the time-worn scribblings
of workmen. Running down the front of the
Elastoplast-pink walls are copper pipes for ms
and electricity which, though shiny and new,
ook slightly retre. In contrast to these is an
undeniably modern, spotless beech-ply-and-
Douglas-fir island - a ‘butcher’s block-cum-
chopping board” - as well as vertical beech-ply
giruts spaced at regular intervals to break up
the space rhythmically. These are a skeletal ref-
erence 1o the studwork that separates plaster-
hoards which normally encase gas pipes and
electrical wiring, and are both compositionai
and structural.
There's a neat parallel between the house's
many-layvered look and what Tuckey says aboul
the rationale behind his design: “Our practice s

philosophy is to retain a ol of what vou start
oul with, then laver on top of that I's like
a collage. We haven't plastered over walls or
papered over cracks. And anything that's new is
defantly new n stark contrast 1o the ofd bits’
The clinching statement in his mamifesto: "To
mike something new look old would be anath-
ema 1o me. We like 10 use ordinsry, evervday
objects innovatively.”

Even the ustory of the main part of the bwld-
g s multi-lavered. Built i the 18508, it was
first used as a laundry {there was once a high
concentration of laundries in this ares, devoted
o servicing the homes in wealthier parts such
as Motting Hill) and finally as a stainless-steel
workshop specislising in kitchen fittmgs, ‘1°d
hought stainless-steel worktops from here. One
day [ discovered the business was refocaling.
That's when 1 became interesied in buying it
Mow he ives here with his wife, Annabel. and
davghiers, Tamasina, four, and Thea, two.

Despite Tuckey's romantic predilection for

Rough diamond

The narth London home of the designer Jonathan Tuckey has had various
incarnations, from laundry to steel workshop. Its working-class past has now been
polished — up to a point. By Dominic Lutyens. Photographs by James Brittain
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nere walls were left unplastered and many of the originel rafters refamed,
1alising in kiichen fttings. Below left Tuckey im the garder.

ed 1 zllernabing rectangles of

larch and glass. The wood paneis can be opened 10 allow mana bghtin or clesed for more privacy

comserving some of & building’s origing) fea-
tures, he has changed the lavout of the shed
considerably, 'l didn't fee! prectous abouit
removing some bits” He did away with a roof
covering the back parden; although he is 1o no
hurry to erase one of 118 traces — a grey lime run-
ning along the garden wall showing where roof
and wall onee ouched. Out, 100, went a wired-
glazs skylighlt above the kitchen area (now
replaced by clear glass to allow more light in)
But the rafiers are stll largely in place, and the
wialls were left unplasiered.

However, the garden, in which only edible
planis grow (Jettuces, chives, mint, strawber-
rigs), adjoins a completely new extension hous-
ing a corridor leading to the Kitchen. bathroom
and two bedrooms, This wing is fronted by
altermaiing rectangles of glass and larch, in &n
echo of the vertical siruts indoors.

After studving interior design at Kimgston
Umversity, Tuckey worked lor Fleicher Pricst
Architects (where he designed the restaurant {or




the Ecomesizs building in London, among other
projects) and later David Chipperfield, before
setting up his own practice four years ago.
(Convenicntly, his office is next door to his house.)

The practice has several quirky projects under
its belt, These range from the reconnection of
twa flats into an original house following the
marriage of their cccupants — its focus being
a stafrcase housing their shared collection of
100,000 books - and the interior of the night-
club Fire in south London

Tuskey deesn't just love cveryduy uaterials,
he also thinks laterally about how to use them,
The kitchen's aleck, waler-tho sing and work-
top - 4 lwrge homagensovs swrfuce spanning
alomost an eocine wall = 15 mads of the enamelled
Sheets used by Londsn Underground for s
sLation signs. 1 rzmembered that vears ago w2'd
used enumellad surfaces for arother project and
[ shought, why nof revive it here?” e racalls. For
sinks and baths, he has used cheap brass sarden
taps (they cost only £1.50) and scoured electrical

‘Our philosophy is to retain
| alot of what you start out
with, then layer on top of that.
It's like a collage’
Above made of pigmented concrete, the chimnay,
which appealed for its scale and propartion, S0ars
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wholesalers to find unusual bulbs, which dangle
from the ceiling free of fussy shades. Where
bricks have disintegrated in places in the kitchen
walls, he has inserted brand-new bricks that
ook old-Tashioned lor being imprinted with
their maker's name {*Brockleys'), You can imag-
ine Tuckey poing to a traditional ironmonger
or builder’s merchant and getting as excited as
a child in a sweet shop,

He defights, oo, in Heath Robinson-esque cle-
ments, A pulley system hoiks dirty laundry up
from the large bathroom in the new wing 1o an
upstairs washroom. Such touches as o Teasmade
in his hedreoom, his daughter’s collection of
19305 prams and an abundance of Tupperware
and Bakelite mbleware supgest & fondness for
cosy, almost suburbun pre- and postwar urilitar-
ian design, But put this 1o him and he denies it

The bathroom, at least, suppors his view that
he is firmly rooted in the 215t century. A wel-
room with ne basin but a targe bath and a ledge
you can sil on s0 hot water shooting out of
a copper pipe pummels and invigerates you, 1t
used by the whole family together at weekends.
*Annabel and [ wsed to spend hours in
Porchester Baths [in Bayswater). Now we can
bathe here insterd. There's a sloping ledge for
stiding tovs down. T like the idea of a bathroom
being a playroom, entirely geared to relaxation,”
Jonarhan Twekey Desige (020-8960 1900
W fone thanrticker: con

Above Jonathan and Annabel's sparsely decorated bedroor overiooks the garden and leads
to an wpstairs weshroom wherg [aundry is hoisted up by 3 pulley system

Right barriers bebween spaces are dissobeed in the bathroom, or webroom. The stoping ledge
t5 {or the children lo slide their toys down

Sources for the Jonathan Tuckey look

Timber floor and wall linings Mult-ply,
Unit 5-7, Nerth Industrial Estate, Mew Road,
Newhaven, East Sussex [01273-51511F

v miulplywood com|

Enamelled kilchen units 5 | helle & Son,

Oisacpa Way, Mewport, [sle of Wight

[UTYEE-5E16E; whnaa wells. oo udd

Plumbing components ohn Gosletr,

200 Latimer Road, London W10

[020-8%4% 34h4: wanwejohngoslett.com|

Tiles Villeroy & Boch, 247 Mertan Road,

: Londor: SW18 [020-8871 4028; wwwvilleroy-

boch com)

Rugs The Rug Company, 124 Holland Park
Awenue, London W11 [020-7229 5148,

weane thisruge ormpany argl

Chalrs Eatrryhandbagbatch, 37 Drury Lane,
London WE2 [020- 7834 0830

www eatrryhancbagbitch.co.uk|; Retrouvius,
24 Ravensworth Road, Longon MWD
(0200-B040 A0AC: wwaw retrouvius com)

You can imagine Tuckey going
to a traditional builder’s
merchant and getting as excited
as a child in a sweet shop



